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Outline of talkOutline of talk

• Some facts about Sweden
• The statistical environment in Sweden
• The Society – its background, activities 

and future challenges



Population: 9 300 000  (UK = Swe * 6)
Land area: 174 000 mi2  (UK = Swe * 0.5)
Kingdom: Carl XIV Gustav and Queen Silvia
Member of EU since 1995
EU presidency 2nd half of 2009 
Prime minister: Fredrik Reinfeldt (m)



• Major universities (Mathematical Statistics
and Statistics)

• Umeå
• Uppsala
• Stockholm
• Gothenburg
• Lund

•There are more than 40 other universities
or university colleges

• Courses in Statistics (n=158) or 
Mathematical statistics (n=77) are given 
at 20 places including at

• Universities of technology
• School of economics
• University of agricultural sciences
• Karolinska institute



Major research centra of statisticsMajor research centra of statistics

• Stochastic Centre hosted be Chalmers 
and Gothenburg University
– bioinformatics, extreme value theory 

graphical models, percolation etc.

• Stocholm University and Karolinska 
Institute
– biostatistics, statistical genetics, methods 

for register data, financial mathematics etc.



Other research groups of importanceOther research groups of importance

• Lund University
– stochastic processes, applications in economics 

and social sciences

• Umeå University
– computer intensive methods, causal inference,

survival analysis

• Uppsala University
– probability theory, econometrics, psycometrics, 

methods in geophysics

• Örebro University
– medical statistics end econometrics



Harald Cramér (1893 – 1985)
Professor of Mathematical Statistics at 
Stockholm University
Chancellor of the Swedish Universities

Classical text book:
Mathematical Methods of Statistics (1946)



Herman Wold (1908-1992)
Professor of statistics at Uppsala 
University and Gothenburg University

Time series, econometrics, 
soft modelling
• A study in the analysis of stationary 
time series (1938) 
• Demand analysis (1952)



Tore Dalenius (1917-2002):
Professor of statistics at Stockholm University 
and Brown University, Providence, RI, USA
Survey sampling, errors in surveys, information 
privacy

Classical book:
Sampling in Sweden : Contributions to the 
methods and theories of sample survey practice 
(1957)



Major employers of statisticiansMajor employers of statisticians

• Universities and university colleges

• Statistics Sweden (SCB = Statistiska 
Centralbyrån)

• AstraZeneca 







Unique asset – high quality registersUnique asset – high quality registers

• Population register
• Real estate register
• Business register
• Acitivity register
• Medical registers

– cancer 
– causes of death
– twin
– etc

Data privacy legislation
to preserve personal integrity

Very long time-series with links
between phases

Unique keys to link objects
in different registers





1962 - 2008

University
Industry

1901 - 2008

Public and 
regional
administration

2008 -



Swedish Statistical Society
n=1200

Swedish Association of 
Medical Statistics

Swedish Survey 
Society

Swedish Society of 
Industrial Statistics

Cramér society

Committées



The objectives of the SocietyThe objectives of the Society

• Promote research, development and 
education in the statistical sciences

• Promote a sound usage of statistics as the 
basis for decisions

• Raise and spread the interest for statistics in 
the society

• Be a support for its members in their 
professional activities

• Be a discussion forum for new techniques, 
applications, etihcal issues within statistics in 
general 



Major activities of the SocietyMajor activities of the Society

• Communication with members
– e-mail, web-site, news letters, Qvintensen

• Conferences and short member meetings
• Support to the sections
• Special committees

– Ethical code for statisticians
– Member recruitment
– Member meetings
– Statistical promoter of the year







Swedish Association of Medical 
Statistics
Swedish Association of Medical 
Statistics

• Promotes the development and use of correct statistical 
methods within the medical area including the pharma-
ceutical industry

• Courses and scientific meetings

• 250 members



Swedish Survey SocietySwedish Survey Society

• Works for improved usage of statistical data, 
surveys and methods within social planning, social 
sciences, debate, and in the society in general 

• Lectures, conferences, and information exchange

• About 100 members

“The part for the totality”



Swedish Society of Industrial 
Statistics
Swedish Society of Industrial 
Statistics

• Works for the spread of the importance of statistical 
methods within industry 

• Constitutes a forum for discussions within the field 
of action for the Society

• Stimulates the exchange of professional knowledge
between members

• Promotes research and education with the field of
action for the Society

• Lectures, conferences, and information exchange
• About 50 members



Allan Gut , Professor of Mathematical 
Statistics at Uppsala University

“For having shared statistical knowledge to a 
broad audience by writing popular books, 
giving  lectures about those, and debating 
statistical issues in radio and TV.”

Statistical promoter of the year 2008Statistical promoter of the year 2008



Major challenges of the SocietyMajor challenges of the Society

• To satisfy a broad membership –
academic researchers to ‘friends of 
statistics’

• Small country and small language
– ISI Glossary of statistical terms (n=3 000)

• Keen competition for voluntary work
• Receding membership



Areas for international cooperationAreas for international cooperation

• Professional training activities
– Webinars
– Teleconferences

• Exchange (purchase) of articles for 
Qvintensen

• Influencing public opinion on matters of 
common interest

• International federation of national 
societies??


