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Outline
• The American Statistical Association (ASA)

– History and mission

– Membership
– Organization

• Present and future challenges
– ASA perspective

– RSS perspective
– Collaboration

– Open issues
Questions and comments welcome
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ASA Founded in 1839
• Founded in Boston, MA, U.S.
• Second oldest professional society in the U.S. 
• Notable early members included Florence 

Nightingale, Andrew Carnegie, Herman 
Hollerith, Alexander Graham Bell, and U.S. 
President Martin Van Buren
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Mission of the ASA

• Support excellence in statistical practice, 
research, journals, and meetings

• Improve statistical education at all levels
• Promote the proper application of statistics
• Meet the needs of our members
• Use statistics to enhance human welfare
• Seek opportunities to advance the 

profession
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Mission of the RSS

• Nurture statistics by publications, 
meetings, professional standards, courses
and examinations 

• Promote statistics by disseminating 
statistical knowledge and good practice
with both producers and consumers of 
statistics, and in society at large

• Provide services to members which 
support their professional and academic
interests
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Membership of the ASA

• 18,000 ASA members – largest organization 
of statisticians in the world

• 4,000 student members
• Schools, colleges, universities and 

corporations are members
• 2,000 members are from outside the U.S. –

400 from Canada, and the remaining from 
over 90 countries
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ASA Member Statistics
• Demographic information, self-reported by 75%:

– 58% have a doctorate; 33% have a masters 

– 42% from academe
– 31% from business and industry
– 11% from government
– 16% self-employed, private consultant, etc.

– About 32% are women
– 67% self-identify as white, 25% as Asian
– Largest specialization is biometrics/biostatistics (38%)
– 25% born before 1950; 32% born after 1970
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ASA Members Enjoy
• Joint Statistical Meetings (JSM) is the 

largest annual gathering of statisticians in 
the world

• Regional, thematic, research conferences, 
continuing education courses and online 
“webinars” also offered

• Online Access to several journals, low cost 
access to several others

• Career placement services at conferences, 
and JobWeb on ASA website
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But There are Many More Reasons 
To be a Member

• The ASA supports statistics education 
efforts at all levels, by your membership, 
you support these things, too

• The ASA advocates for the profession in a 
variety of settings, including advocacy with 
the Administration and Congress

• Professional society membership is the 
mark and obligation of a professional
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Organization of the ASA



11

Governance of the ASA
• Governed by a 16 member Board of Directors
• 14 elected members

– President, Past-President, President-Elect
– 3 Vice Presidents
– 3 Representatives from the Council of Sections
– 3 Representatives from the Council of Chapters
– Publications Representative
– International Representative

• 2 appointed members (Treasurer, Executive 
Director)

• Except for the Executive Director, all Board 
members are volunteers
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ASA Organizational Entities
• Primary organizational entities of the ASA 

are committees, sections, and chapters
• 70 committees, responsible for diverse 

areas such as awards, publications, 
education, relationships with other 
organizations, professional issues, etc.

• 22 sections represent the many interests of 
members

• 74 chapters provide opportunities for 
statisticians to network with colleagues in 
their geographic areas
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Eight Areas of Focus in the 
ASA Strategic Plan

1. Public Awareness
2. Visibility and Impact in Policy Making
3. Membership Growth
4. Meetings
5. Publications and Information Needs
6. Education
7. Financial Status
8. Organizational Efficiency
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U.S. Statistical System is Decentralized

• No single national statistical office
• Chief Statistician of the U.S. resides at OMB
• 14 principal government agencies are

– “Statistical agencies”

– Members of the Interagency Council on 
Statistical Policy (ICSP)

• 70 other agencies with statistical programs of 
at least $500,000

“The ASA must serve not only its members                        
but also the nation.”
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Areas of Focus in the 
RSS 2009 Business Plan

• Promotion of the discipline via outreach and education 
Awareness, Education

• Promotion of the flow of people into statistics and related 
disciplines  

Awareness, Visibility in Policy
• Development of the statistics user community structures 

and services  
Finance, Organization

• Broadening of the RSS membership and the 
development of services for all involved in statistical 
activities  

Membership, Meetings, Publications
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The RSS and the ASA…
First Collaborative Effort
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The RSS and the ASA…
Second Collaborative Effort

• RSS President Hand and Executive
Director Dougherty attended 2009 JSM

• ASA President Morton and ASA Executive 
Director Wasserstein attended 2009 RSS
Conference

• Imitation is the sincerest form of flattery…
– ASA 175th Celebration is in 2014 in Boston
– ASA Voluntary Individual Accreditation of 

Statisticians
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The RSS and the ASA and…
Third Collaborative Effort

• RSS (and ICSA and IISA) attended the Council 
of Presidents of Statistical Societies (COPSS) 
meeting at JSM 

• COPSS possibilities:
– Expand membership beyond ASA, IBS (ENAR and 

WNAR), IMS, SSC
– Improve visibility of statistics

– Issue joint statements
– Assist other statistical societies 
– Participate in the International Council for Science
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The RSS and the ASA…
More Collaborative Efforts

• Both societies identify increasing public 
awareness of the role of statistics and 
statisticians as a strategic objective

• How might we collaborate to raise 
awareness?
– Learning from each other

– Joint statements
– Publication venue
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Challenge #1 Facing the Discipline: 
What is Statistics?

• “To remain vibrant, the field must open up by taking 
a less restrictive view of what constitutes statistical 
training” (Brown and Kass, The American 
Statistician, May 2009)

• Stufken, TAS Editor, August 2009:
– “Abundance of opportunities”
– “Discipline losing its cohesiveness with individuals 

becoming more … specialized”
– “Finding the best ways to interact with other 

disciplines…modify and modernize our programs to 
attract … students”
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Challenge #2: 
How to Increase 

the Statistician Pipeline?
• In the U.S., the problem is most acute in the 

government, but is also evident in industry, 
particularly pharma companies

• “Statistical education has not been sufficiently 
accessible” (Brown and Kass)

• “Desired and Feared – What Do We Do Now 
and Over the Next 50 Years?” (Meng, TAS, 
August 2009)



22

Challenge #3: 
How do We Recruit and Retain 

Society Members?
• RSS and ASA both identify membership as 

a challenge in their strategic plans
• RSS Young Statistician Section
• ASA has recently added sections 

– On Statistical Learning and Data Mining

– For Statistical Programmers and Analysts 

• “Professional society membership is the 
mark and obligation of a professional”
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Thank you
Questions welcome

Sally C. Morton
morton@rti.org
www.amstat.org
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